SELLEETSM IN ANCIENT INDIA

made throughout the camp that whoever might be bitten by
one of the snakes, should forthwith repair to the royal pavilion
to be cured. These physicians are said to have made other
cures, but as the inhabitants have a very temperate climate,
they are not subject to many varieties of disease. However if
any among them feel themselves much indisposed, they apply
to their sophists, who by wonderful and even more than
human means, cure whatever will admit of it" (Arrian's
Indian History, vol. ii, Chapter 15),

But the exaggerated theories about the antiquity of Indian<
medical literature, which were put forward by Dr. Hessler,
the author of a Latin version of Susruta, and others have been
succeeded in Europe by the hypercritical views advanced by
Dr. Haas. He has endeavoured to refer the composition of
Susruta's standard work to the period between I2th and igth
centuries A. D. i.e. a great deal more than 2000 years later
than what Dr. Hessler had assigned (vide Dr. Haas, in Zeit
der Deut Morg. Ges. vol. xxx, 571 ff). The ingenious theories
of Dr. Haas have been refuted in their turn by Weber and
particularly by Prof. August Miiller, by whose elaborate in-
vestigations (vide Z. D. M. G. Vol. xxxlv), the influence of the
Indian writers on Medicine on the medical literature of Arabia
has been clearly established. The same influence may be
traced in the contemporaneous works of Persian writers on
Medicine, as may be gathered from AJbu Mansur Muwaffak's
voluminous works on Pharmacology. This learned composition
contains references both to the medical men of India and to
authorities with such unmistakable Indian names, as Sri-
Fargavadat i, e, Sri-Bhargavadatta and Jathak-Hindi i.e. the
Indian work on Nativity. What is more, the 584 remedies
enumerated and described in this work include many that
are more or less native to the soil of India e. g.
tamarind and sandalwood.

190